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GENERAL MAINTENANCE

It is wise to take steps to guard against the problems that winter can cause. Insurance can
protect you against many things but it is not a maintenance contract.

Check that roofs and chimneys are sound and that drain gratings are clear so that water can
run away. Pipes and tanks should be insulated, but leave the space beneath your water tank
free so that warm air can reach it. Central heating systems should be regularly checked by
an expert. Electrical wiring should be tested every five years — many fires have been started
by faulty electrical systems or worn out wiring. The Electricity Board will often conduct a free
visual check for you.

Always, if you are employing the services of a plumber, thatcher or any building contractor
make sure he has his own Public Liability Policy which should cover any damage caused by
their negligence and the use of blow torches — your own insurance policy will not cover you
so it is important to ask.

If you have an open fire, make sure your chimney is swept regularly and at least twice a year.
Having your chimney lined is a sensible precaution.

If you are leaving your home unoccupied for a few days or more, drain the hot and cold water
system. If you have any doubts at all please telephone us.

BUYING A THATCHED PROPERTY

All too often prospective owners of thatched houses are persuaded by family and friends
that owning a thatched property is expensive and requires constant attention. THIS IS NOT
THE CASE. TAS are able to offer a range of services that will indicate, before you exchange
contracts, the immediate costs, future planning and of course the benefits of owning a
property that is part of our National Heritage. Set out below are some of these services:

SURVEY OF THE THATCH ONLY — Carried out by thatch surveyors employed by TAS
which will confirm exactly in writing the condition of the thatch, what precautions can be
taken to extend the life expectancy of the roof, give a maintenance schedule and indicate
the current price of the works to be undertaken.

INFORMATION — If an Estate Agent, Surveyor or Current Owner is unable to supply you
with the information you require about the Thatch please do not hesitate to contact us —
it is important that you know!

INSURANCE — With only a little information our staff will be able to indicate yearly
premiums and advise on policy wordings which will be acceptable to any mortgage
company.

NO MATTER AT WHAT STAGE YOU ARE IN THE PURCHASE OF A THATCHED
PROPERTY TAS ARE ABLE TO OFFER YOU INDEPENDENT ADVICE WHICH WILL
SECURE THE PURCHASE OF YOUR DREAM COTTAGE.
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regulations state that the U value required from a new roof should be 0.2 W/sq m K. Therefore there
has to be some sort of insulation even under a thatched roof.

The calculations for U value are relatively complicated and therefore should be left to the
architects. However it is definitely worth telling any interested parties that Thatchbatts and Thatch
Foil underneath the thatch give a U value of 0.16.

Weight Of Thatch

When calculating for a roof construction a weight of 7 lbsift2 (34 kg/rn2) should be assumed.

Roof Construction

Smaller Span Roofs

For a 16'6" (5.03m) span roof with a clear span a simple form of truss is required as indicated in
diagram 3. The trusses should be set at between six to eight feet apart. Rafters, ties, collars and
diagonals should be 4" x 2" (100 x 50mm). The diagonal members should be notched so that the
purlins will be held at right angles to the rafter&

The size of purlin is dictated by the distance between trusses and will vary from 5" x 2" (130 x 50mm)

to r x 2" (180 x 50mm). Binders will vary from 5" x 2" (130 x 50mm) to 6" x 2" (150 x 50mm). All ceiling joists
should be spiked to the binder to prevent sagging. Binders can be omitted if there is a convenient
structural wall at or near the centre of the span. Up to an 11'0" (3.35m) span the construction can be of a

simple collar type with the collar set in the bottom third of the roof. e x 2" (100 x 50mm) ceiling joists can

act as collars if conveniently positioned. All rafters must be bird-mouthed over the wall plates. e x 2"
(100 x 50mm) rafters are normally spaced at 400mm centres, to ensure an adequate and secure fixing
for the thatch. It is not recommended to excede this distance.

11'0•

1335m1

Diagram 2.
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Valley

A 7" x 1 112" (180 x 38mm) layer board is placed over the rafters of the main roof. The
jack-rafters are attached to this and the ridge can be set between the twin rafter members of the
truss. See diagram 5.

Medium Span Roofs

The truss illustrated in diagram 4 is suitable for a 24 (7.3m) span. Ridge collars and diagonals and
bottom ties should be 4" x 2" (100 x 50mm), hangers are 3" x 1" (76 x 25mm). With a span of this size the

ceiling joists require support in three positions if the joists are to be kept at e x 2" (100 x 50mm). This
truss provides for three binders which can be omitted whenever a convenient structural support is
available.

Valley

With large and equal spans, a conventional 7"x 1 114" (180 x 32mm) valley rafter should be used.
Jack-rafters should then coincide as far as possible. Where rafter spacings of the two roofs are
different, a layer board should be employed.

Ridge

Assuming that the rafters are 4"x 2" (100 x 50mm) at a pitch of 50 degrees a ridge board of 9"x 1 1/4"
(229 x 32mm) should be provided. The top batten should be 2" (50mm) from the ridge and the upstand
of the ridge board should also be 2" (50mm). Thereafter, battens should be spaced at 9" (228mm)
centres.

Detail At Eaves

For construction see diagrams 6, 7 & 8.

Close Boarded Raking Eave is constructed with a 15" (380mm) fascia held by 2" x 1 1/2"
(50 x 38mm) bearers and hangers. The hangers are spiked to the rafters. See diagram 6.

Vertical Fascia & Close Boarded Soffit. The fascia board should be I x 12" (32 x 300mm)
and grooved to take 3/4" (19mm) tongued and grooved boarded soffit. The soffit bearers should be
2" x 1 1/2" (50 x 38mm). (Diagram 7) and are fixed to 2 x 11/2" (50 x 38mm) plates which are plugged to
the wall.
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Diagram 6. Diagram T
Open Eaves Type. See diagram 8. This roof is finished with a
3"x 3" (76 x 76mm) tilting fillet. The overhang is infilled with
eaves boards and battens and then rendered underneath to
prevent vermin getting into the thatch. Unlike diagrams 6 & 7
the top of the cavity is infi l led with expanded metal and
mortar.

Eaves Windows

These are often necessary due to the steep pitch of the roof
and the deep overhang of the eaves. The windows can be
held in a brick spandrel above the normal wall plate. The wall
plate is continued through the spandrel to provide support for
the untrimmed rafters. These are further secured by 3" x 1
1/2" (76 x 38mm) spacers. The top of the wall cavity is closed
w i t h e x p a n d e d m e t a l a n d
c e m e n t a n d c a p p e d w i t h a 3"
x 2" (76 x 50mm) wall plate. The
cei l ing jo is ts above the eaves
window can be extended beyond the
rafters to offer an ex t ra sec u r i n g
po in t f o r t he 3" x 2" (76 x
50mm) raf ters f o r m i n g t h e r o o f
o v e r t h e window opening. These
rafters have been laid in a
staggered formation to provide a
curved sea t i ng fo r the tha tc h .
T he eaves t reatm en t i l l us t ra ted
( d i a g r a m 9 ) j o i n s o n t o a
s tandard eav es type a t th e
bottom of the spandrel.
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Verges

See diagram 10 & 11. In both cases i l l ust rated the barge-board should upstand the batten by
1"- 2" (38mm). The top of the cavity may be closed by slates bedded in mortar with the batten passing
over this.
N.B. Buil t-in purlins should not project beyond the wall into the verge. Also the last rafter is set
approximately 1" from the inside edge of the brickwork.

Velux Windows

See diagrams 12, 13 & 14.A Velux window is installed on top of the thatch by constructing a box, the
he ight o f wh ich above the raf t e rs i s de te rm ined by the th i ckness o f tha t ch (a new s ing le
thickness of combed wheat reed or water reed is usually 12" (300mm).

At the rear of the box, sloping lay boards overlain with lead can be placed to facili tate the run -off of
water onto the side and front flashings which are on the surface of the thatch.

Diagram 10. Diagram it

(38mm)

4"x verge rafter
(200 x 50m m)


